Coming Events

Jan   9
Board meeting
SMWYC
7:00 p.m.


Jan   9
General meeting
SMWYC
8:00 p.m.


Jan 14
Ship Rock - PV                                   
                        11:00 a.m.       
	General Meeting monthly on the second Monday at 8:00 p.m.

upstairs (use outside steps) at Santa Monica Windjammers Yacht Club

13589 Mindanao Way, Marina del Rey, CA

(All welcome – bring a friend)
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Commodore:
Brian Hobin
(805) 208-9525

bhobin@hotmail.com
Vice Commodore/PRO
Whitall Stokes
(310) 387-3313               whitall@gmail.com

Staff Commodore:
Rod Percival
(310) 738-0736

rpercival@planlog.com



Treasurer:
Eric Lambert

Directors:
Mark Keller, Gil Maguire, Frank Ross, Chuck Spear, Todd Thibodo

SOLO Editor:
Cecile Schwedes
Web Editor:
Mark Keller - www.pssala.com
Note from the Commodore

     As 2012 begins, my new Commodore chair isn’t even warm yet and information about

the upcoming year is flying in. And it’s good news. Entries for the upcoming Dan Byrne

Series are strong to say the least. Ragtime, perhaps the most prolific of all raceboats will

be racing with us. A Beneteau First 30 (you know the one, flat top main, bulb keel and

twin rudders) has also shown interest. Add these to the boats we already know will be

there and you’ve got quite a fleet.

     I hope operating a yacht club is a lot like racing a boat. If so, we’re in great shape with

the great start we already have. I’m looking forward to a great year at PSSA, one that

includes our marquis event, the Guadalupe Island Race.

     On the educational front, we have already made the arrangements for the first 3 meetings’

speakers.  If you’ve not attended these free, mini-seminar style programs, I would urge

you to join us at our general meetings. 
Happy New Year everybody!!!!







Brian Hobin
Our Next Meeting            
Please join PSSA on Monday, January 9th for our launch into the 2012 racing season with our panel of Guadalupe Island Race Veterans talking about preparation, racecourse strategy,
weather, unique sailing experiences in this race and stories of incidents in this showcase biennual PSSA event!  2012 is the year for the Guadalupe Island Race!
We will also talk about the upcoming Ship Rock – PV race on January 14th, our first event of the Dan Byrne Series of races.  Please note the electronic race packets attached to your electronic SOLO.  Race entry form, instructions, etc. are included. The Skipper’s Meeting for the Ship Rock—PV is 7:00p.m. at SMWYC on Thursday, Jan. 12th.
For those of you new to PSSA, this month’s meeting and others during the year, offer real off-shore “nuts and bolts” racing information that tilts the learning trajectory upward to safely and

successfully explore sailing adventure in the racing venue. 

Bring your questions and we’ll help answer them.
What not to do on “The Midnight Watch”
     The 2010 Guadalupe Island Race saw medium to light winds on the southbound leg of nearly 300 miles. At Punta Del Sur, the southernmost tip of the island, we found ourselves clustered with 3 other boats in literally a dead heat with 2 of them. We wallowed in little or no wind for over an hour while trying to get out of the lee of the 4400 foot tall island. After shedding our foul weather gear in the hot, mid day sun, conversing with a Mexican Navy destroyer that had come along side, and talking with our PSSA club mates on channel 72, we spotted a wind line up ahead. At last, we can start our northbound leg!
     As the wind line approached it was clear that we could skip the first reef and go straight to double reef. We quickly hoisted an 80% jib, tied a sheet on it, and waited to be picked up by the strong northwesterly. Once in the wind, we realized we wouldn't be able to carry even a double reefed main so we lashed it on deck. Under jib alone, Thriller banged, rattled, and rocked her way northeast. For the next 30 hours, we lived in the “bass drum” while on deck, the 30-40 knot winds screamed through the rigging.

     Sometime after midnight on day 4, I spotted a southbound ship—naturally it would be north of us.  As it approached I saw that it would be close. I executed a “picture perfect” tack...well, almost. I threw the helm over, released the starboard sheet, and took in the port sheet.  Whoops!  The port sheet kept coming until I was holding the other end. It hadn't been tied on 2 days ago. OK, I went back to port tack. Then I found that the starboard sheet had fouled the lifelines so badly that it could take 20 minutes to untangle. I couldn’t make way! I called to the ship on channel 16.  It was a long shot, but it was my last resort. Luckily, he came back and said he would alter to port for us!
      I think we spent an hour or more under bare poles, due to sea conditions, reversing the damage of a 30 second tack that was skipped for the purpose of speed. Even today, nearly 2 years later, when she sees me tying on sheets, Tracee loves to remind me of my midnight watch. "We can make Avalon on one tack, just tie on port".    BWH 
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